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which were said to threaten India. Looking back
now on the past, with the old State Papers of
Czanst Russia laid open before us, we notice one
illuminating fact. This alarm concerning Russian
invasion and encroachment was not on one side
only. For just as the British rulers regarded an
advance from the North on India to be imminent,
so the Czar's own Ministers were afraid of an
insurrection among the Muslims of Central Asia,
fomented from India. They were told by their
Secret Service agents that Afghanistan was to be
made the starting-point, where troops and ammuni-
tion would be massed for an advance into Russian
territory. The Muslims of Turkestan would be
roused to revolt against "Holy Russia/' and the
Indian Muslims would be employed for that pur-
pose. Perhaps the most interesting commentary on
these Anglo-Russian pre-war rivalries is to be found
in a marginal note to a long report written by the
British military attache at St. Petersburg. "/ am
convinced" writes Sir Edward Grey, "thatthe appre-
hension of the Russians^ that we might adopt an
aggressive policy against them in Central Asia^ is a
real one. It came out in the Russian Agreement of 18 9 5."x
The psychological situation disclosed in that
sentence, which I have italicized, is tragic. The fear
of Russian aggression quickened the pace of in-
creased armament on the British side. At the same
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